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Domestic 

violence 

takes place 

in our nation 

every minute 

of every 

day, 

occurring 

just about 

every 15 

seconds. 

Most Americans don’t realize just how real domestic violence is and 

how many lives are affected by it. 

Most of these cases are left behind closed doors. That’s why the 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month was introduced to not only 

educate and raise that awareness but bring the support and strength 

that domestic violence victims need. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Domestic violence awareness month was first introduced back in 1981 

by the National Coalition Against Domestic violence. 

It was created not only to bring more awareness to others but to 

connect and unify the millions of affected victims that had been 

battered due to domestic violence. 

Its hope is to break the chains of violence that currently have such a 

strong grip on our nation. 

Every year, right around 10 million people become victims of domestic 

violence, which equates to just about 20 people every minute. Those 

are some pretty big and startling numbers. 
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It affects not only women, but men and children, of all different races, 

status, religions, and culture. No one is immune to it. 

Domestic violence shows itself in a number of different forms, 

whether it’s punching, slapping, choking, or threatening, manipulating, 

yelling and many others. No matter the situation, domestic violence is 

never okay. 

Violence Against Women Act 

Huge strides have already taken place ever since 1994 when the 

Violence Against Women Act was put in place. 

So many programs, services, and shelters have been made available to 

domestic violence victims, thanks to the issues that had been 

addressed to our legislation. 

Just between the years of 1993 and 2010, the overall domestic 

violence rate had dropped dramatically by nearly two-thirds, and that’s 

not all. 

State legislation and laws have been reformed to tackle certain issues 

such as dating abuse in the workplace, employment discrimination, 

stalking and more. 

When is Domestic Violence Awareness Month? 

Ever since 1987, October has been the month where domestic violence 

and its victims are observed. 

The purple ribbon is used for a number of other important causes, but 

it’s also in honor of domestic violence victims and support for the 

growing awareness. 
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Domestic violence is usually done in secret, but let’s shout it from the 

rooftops. 

For the whole month of October, we are capable of making a change by 

informing others and providing our resources to go towards services 

that help domestic violence victims. 

 

Prayer during this month for those who have been abused 
These prayers were written by Lesli White.  You might consider praying a 
different one each day. 

 
Teaching God, we pray that You open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts 
to be more aware, outreaching, and supportive to people in abusive 
situations, so that they won’t feel alone and know that someone cares. 
Let us love them as You have loved us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

For survivors of violence, abuse and neglect, many are in a state of constant 
loneliness and pain. Pray that God will be with them in their confusion and 
pain. God has the ability to give power to the powerless and His fullness to the 
empty of spirit. He also has the power to heal their wounds, free them from 
fear and restore them to true health. Jesus was victim of abuse and yet in His 
resurrection, He triumphed over oppression. Likewise, we should pray for 
those who abuse and mistreat others. We should also pray to turn the hearts 
of the exploiters from the way of evil so that He may open their eyes to the 
truth of their conduct and the damage they are causing. Hopefully, this prayer 
will bring them to repentance and amendment of their lives. 

Loving God, be with all men and women who are in doubt about their 
intimate relationships. Give them clarity of mind and peaceful hearts so 
that they can make good decisions guided by Your love. Let those who 
must, discern any abuse that may exist so that they can learn to care for 
themselves with Your help. Let those who must, acknowledge that they 
are harming the other, so they can learn to abhor their own behavior and 
come to true repentance and amendment of life. Keep us all safe in our 
relationships. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

There are so many people who live in darkness as a result of abusive 
relationships. Abuse can take many forms, not just physical, but mental, 
verbal and emotional as well. It’s important that we ask God to enlighten 
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victims and provide them with wisdom to see when things are not right within 
their relationships. Even when they feel powerless or fearful, God is in their 
corner. When you pray for these victims, ask God for the strength to share 
these convictions, the compassion for the abused, and the wisdom to plant 
seeds that encourage people to think and ponder these serious issues. 

 
Gracious God, You created us in Your image and breathed life into us, a 
life You want us to live abundantly. We ask You to free those living with 
abuse physically, mentally or spiritually, from their oppression, so that 
they may walk in peace and enjoy a life full of Your blessings. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

It’s important as followers of Christ to stand against all types of domestic 
violence and abuse not only outside of our homes but also in our homes. Call 
on God to bind every evil spirit associated with them. We shouldn’t advocate 
for anyone who destroys a person’s self-respect, self-worth and confidence 
and leaves them with feelings of low self-esteem and depression. Pray that 
God will heal, forgive and show these victims that, as a person, they deserve 
to be respected, feel safe and valued. Also pray that those being abused to 
recognize that when they feel dominated, disgraced and even dejected, that 
they need to stand up and declare that no weapon formed against them shall 
prosper because they are delivered by the blood of Jesus and are children of 
the Most High God. 

 

O Lord, help us to be strong stewards of all You have entrusted to us. 
Give us the courage and Your strength to stand against violence 
inflicted upon Your precious people. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

We know that Jesus was delivered into the hands of the wicked, yet He 
prayed for His persecutors and overcame hatred with the blood of the cross. 
It’s important that we stand against violence and pray, not only for peace of 
mind but also a renewed faith in God’s protection and care. Call on God to 
keep you aware to the concerns of violence and to inspire those in your 
community to develop a sense of urgency when it comes to the many needs 
that surround us. God has the power to protect us all from the violence of 
others, to keep us safe from the weapons of hate, and to restore to us 
tranquility and peace. 
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Almighty God, we pray for all victims of abuse. We ask you to surround 
them with Your care and protect them by Your loving might and permit 
them to enjoy health and healing, wholeness and strength, calmness 
and peace and love. Most of all, we pray that they feel Your presence 
and be confident in You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

When we lift up prayers of healing for domestic violence victims, we are 
praying for survivors and anybody that has ever been affected by domestic 
violence and abuse. We are asking the Lord to cover them with Jesus' blood 
and His wings so that might find refuge in Him. Pray that God will give them 
the strength to fight back spiritually and that you deliver them and heal them. 
Also, pray for peace, strength, hope, wisdom and love. While we don't always 
know why situations happen or what we should do regarding them, God 
reminds of us His love everyday and helps us see that we are wonderfully 
made. 

 

Merciful God, we give you thanks for your gift of strength and life and 
especially for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
health and salvation. Help us by Your Holy Spirit to witness your power 
in our lives and to know your eternal love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Our God is a God of love, who is ever caring, ever strong, always present and 
always just. He gave His only Son to save us by the blood of his cross. As a 
Shepherd of Peace, He has the power to heal those who have been hurt in 
body, mind, and spirit by those who betrayed the trust placed in them. Many of 
us agonize over the harm done to our brothers and sisters. God can breathe 
wisdom into our prayers, soothe restless hearts with hope and steady shaken 
spirits with faith. 

 

Compassionate God, protect the innocent children who suffer or witness 
violence and abuse at the hands of the ones they love. Bring them to a 
safe place where they can begin to heal. Restore their minds to trust and 
their hearts to love and their spirits to be free. Surround them with your 
angels. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

It’s important that we pray specifically for the children who have been hurt, 
abused, neglected, criticized, dominated, betrayed and abandoned. Psalm 
27:10 says, “For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will 
take me in.” Call on Jesus to help these children feel loved and cared for, in a 
tangible way. Also pray that these children will not look for love in all the 
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wrong places, in a fruitless attempt to fill a God-sized void. The Holy Spirit has 
the power to comfort them and deliver them. 

 

Loving Savior, touch the hearts of those who abuse others. Heal their 
thinking, so that they may turn to You and seek Your ways. Help them to 
know that every human being is a treasure to You. Help them to know 
that You are a forgiving God and can lead them on a path to new life. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Our Heavenly Father is a source of consolation and hope and by His son’s 
dying and rising, He remains our light in every darkness and our strength in 
every weakness. Call on God to be the refuge and guardian of all who suffer 
from abuse and violence. Ask that He comforts these victims and sends 
healing for their wounds of body, soul and spirit. God has the power to rescue 
them from bitterness and shame and refresh them with Your love. He can heal 
their brokenness and revive the spirits of all who lament this sin. In order to 
call for justice, we must first deepen our respect for the dignity of every human 
life. Call on the giver of peace who has the power to restore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


