Family of Friends

Sisters of the Holy Family
Fremont, California
Spring 2022

To seek out and advocate for the poor and needy, especially families, for the kingdom of God.
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1. Holy Family tent city,
San Francisco, 1906
2. Vacation bible school
in rural Hayfork, 1959
3. Summer school of
religion in Fallon, NV,
1972
4. Sister Aurora’s
ministry with
developmentally disabled people and their
families, 2009
5. Refugee picnic at
the Motherhouse, 2017
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150 Years of Gleaning
1872 – 2022 and counting!

As Jesus watched, seated on the edge of the Samaritans’ well, he
saw the people of the village hurrying towards them, and told
his followers, “Open your eyes and look at the fields! They are
ripe for harvest.” (John 4:35).
Yet, there is wheat dropped from this reaping that lies
hidden, full of potential but left behind. Will this grain never
be gathered in?
Close to sunset, other people enter the fields—gleaners—
bending low in the quickening darkness to search among the
stubble, finding not sheaves of grain, but kernels on the margins
of the harvest.
For 150 years, the Sisters of the Holy Family have gleaned
the fields for God. We as gleaners look for the underserved, the
marginalized, those undiscovered by other laborers in the fields
of the Lord. This is our mission, our purpose and our joy… g

President’s Message

March 2022

W elcome to this issue of Family of Friends in the sesquicen-

Events to Celebrate 150th Anniversary Year
June 5, 2022
Jubilee Mass for Sisters celebrating 70 and 80
years as a member of the Sisters of the Holy
Family.
July 2022
Bay Area Sisters BBQ under the canopy in
Fremont.

September 16, 2022
tennial year of the Sisters of the Holy Family!
Feast of the Dolors: Tour of the founders’
In November of 1872 the congregation came into
and members’ gravesites at Holy Cross
being in the small but robust city of
Cemetery, Colma, CA. Focus on the following
San Francisco which “then as now was
graves: Richard and Mary Tobin: Archbishop
the sight of extreme poverty existing
Joseph Alemany, Msgr. J.J. Prendergast, Sr.
beside tremendous wealth. The new
Dolores Armer and Sr. Teresa O’Connor at the
society was placed under the patronage
Founders’ plot and current graves in the new
section.
of the Holy Family. The poor, especially
poor families, were to be the focus of its
November 5, 2022
ministry.”* As they say, the rest is history! Foundation Day: St Joseph Church, Fremont,
5 Sister Gladys
Looking back, we are filled with gratitude CA; also available livestreamed and on
YouTube.
for the opportunity to share an active faith with families
spreading out from San Francisco through the great central
In the absence of a reply envelope or prayer
valley to San Diego and to the states of Texas, Utah, Nevada,
card in this issue of Family of Friends, for
Kentucky, South Dakota, Alaska and Hawaii. Our expansion
specifics concerning all events, or to request
was symbolized by the oil painting “The Gleaners” by Jeanprayer or inquire about a well-loved Sister
François Millet. In this issue of “Family of Friends” the concept
from the past, contact Sr. Carol Crater at
510- 624-4596 or info@holyfamilysisters.org.
of our gleaner journey is reflected upon by our Archivist, Sr.
Michaela O’Connor, through the lives of our Sisters celebrating
70 and 80 years as members of the congregation, as well as in
vignettes of Sisters who gleaned even during the pandemic.
No milestone anniversary escapes the desire to leave something for future generations. Our intangible
legacy will be found in the minds and hearts of the people we have served. More tangibly it will be
discovered in the completion of our oral history project which resides at the University of Santa Clara and
our jubilee justice grants which are being distributed this year.
Gratitude, Gleaning, Legacy and of course Celebration are the key words for our year-long anniversary.
We hope you will follow the monthly prayers, “then and now” reflections and events which will be posted
on our website at http://holyfamilysisters.org/150th-anniversary/.

Rejoice with us,

Sr. Gladys Guenther
Congregational President
* Historical Résumé, Constitution of the Sisters of the Holy Family.
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150th Anniversary Prayer

God of the universe and of love,
We are filled with deep gratitude for 150 years as Sisters of the
Holy Family in service to you and your people, especially
children and families.
We stand on the shoulders of our founders, Mother Dolores
Armer and Father John Joseph Prendergast, and the
women who have gone before us.
Our founders,
(from left):
Mother Dolores,
Sister Teresa,
Archbishop Alemany,
and Father Prendergast

We have been blessed as we walk, together, with our Associates
and Family of Friends who continue to support us in our
work and with those who work with us side-by-side.
We pray with our founders and those who have gone before us for
the needs of those we serve and for our brothers and sisters
throughout the world.
We pray for peace and justice with hearts filled with gratitude
and love.
We pray all this through Jesus the Christ who came for all of us.
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On Gleaners, Gleaning and the Meaning

I

At our foundation day celebration in November 2021, the sisters and associates are surrounded by
a cloud of witnesses, all those who have preceded us in death and now stand as witnesses to our and
their love and dedicated service.

In 1857, the French artist Jean-Francois
Millet stepped back from an oil painting
he had just
completed. Titled
“The Gleaners,” it
depicted three
impoverished
women at sunset,
picking up bits of grain dropped by the
harvesting reapers, a right given them
by French law in order to feed their
families. Years later that same painting
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encapsulated for Fr. John J. Prendergast the reason he had
assisted in the founding of a new religious order.
“Priests have often asked me what is the special work of
the Sisters of the Holy Family,” he said, “and I have always said
that they were gleaners – gleaners of souls.”
Gleaning implies seeking out, searching for the hidden,
the lost, forgotten or overlooked. It suggests great effort,
bending in humility, searching carefully, treasuring each
individual grain, without expecting great abundance, only
precious remnants. It supposes the poverty of the gleaner and
the gleaned, the simplicity and hard work of the task and the
gratitude that accompanies success.

In Father Prendergast’s view, gleaning was given the
Sisters as a model by the Gospel imperatives of compassion and
service, to find nourishment for the family of God, especially
among those who were poor.
On Foundation Day, November 6, 2021, as a visual
picture of the concept of gleaning, the Sisters surrounded
themselves in the Oratory for Mass with the pictures of all
our deceased Sisters and Associates, Gleaners all. Those
photographs, as reminders of love and dedicated service as well
as pledges of prayerful support from heaven, swayed gently
on colorful ribbons all around the community, the “cloud of
witnesses” testifying to and encouraging the gleaning of 150
years and beyond. g
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Jubilee Justice

I

n biblical history, every seventh day
was a Sabbath day, a day of rest. In like
manner, every seventh year was a Sabbath
year, when the land was allowed to rest.
And every seventh Sabbath year was a
Jubilee year, when debts were forgiven,
slaves were set free, and land returned
to its original owner. None of God’s
children were destined to live in misery
forever—there was always relief in sight.
Jubilee justice today is a way of looking
at the world as rightfully belonging to
God and all of God’s children. We want
to share our bounty with those who need
relief from the economic oppression of
this century. To this end, the Sisters are
dedicating the proceeds from the sale of
a small property in San Jose and gifting
thirteen nonprofits with a 150th anniversary gift. The organizations represent the
marginalized in our focus areas: children, 5 The check presentation to SAVE, an organization dedicated to aiding
healthcare, hunger, immigration/refugees individuals and families suffering from abuse.
and homelessness/housing. We celebrate 6The logos below represent some of the agencies that benefited from the
Sisters of the Holy Family 150th anniversary gifts.
Jubilee Justice restored! g
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Gleaning During a Pandemic

I

n light of our calling as Sisters of
the Holy Family to be Gleaners, the
Sisters in one of our Motherhouse
Cottages explained how they
experienced Gleaning in a pandemic
and how they themselves were
Gleaners during the pandemic.
For some, the experience was
to minister to those they were
previously ministering to in a
different way during the pandemic.
For others the experience of
gleaning was a new call to glean
within their own local community.
Still others experienced gleaning more
literally by taking a look at what others
may have missed seeing.
Sr. Mary Lange looks at gleaning
as finding a way to meet a need at the
time, even though circumstances have
changed. She learned how to do online
ESL teaching with an Afghan woman she
had been previously working with. She
started facilitating Tai Chi on YouTube
for the Sisters, and she helped Sisters
learn how to order things online because
they were not able to go out shopping.
Sr. Patricia Wittman saw gleaning
in the continuation of Saturday evening
prayer each week and the introduction of
“thoughtful” variations. She also gleaned
her own no longer used items in order to
pass them on to those who had need.

5 Sister Thaddeus “gleaned” bottles and other materials
and then used them to create artistic gifts.

Finally Sr. Thaddeus shared that she responded to
the community’s commitment to reduce and recycle
in a creative way by repurposing used bottles, ribbon,
and craft materials to create art that enhanced the
cottages ambiance in order to brighten their “bubble”
community’s spirit during the pandemic.
The Spirit of Gleaning just cannot be contained! g
—by Kathy Littrell
FA M ILY OF FR IENDS • SPR ING 2022 |

7

Jubilees in 2022

The grain of wheat falls to the
ground and dies...
And so it will be in the life
of a person or a community.
—Sr. Jane Mast, November 7, 1972

Sister Anne Schaeffer, 80 years

W

What does Gleaning mean to
me?
We Sisters of the Holy
Family have been called
Gleaners because we have
always helped the most
forgotten and those in need -5 Sister Anne
“Pick up the grains from the
harvest,” the left-overs.
I, with other Sisters, went to Vacation
Bible School to various places where there was no
catechist during the year and a priest could only
come once a month.
Like St. Paul, we would “Go into the world and
proclaim the Gospel to everyone.”
And now that I am 99 years old and 80 years
old in the convent, I’m called a “Golden” Gleaner
and spend my time praying for all, especially the
most needy.

8

| SISTER S OF THE HOLY FA M ILY

Sister Marie Julie Casattas, 70 years

O

Our charism includes being
Gleaners, seeking out those
not served by others.
For me, this took the
form of opening a day home
for children, providing a
safe environment while their
5 Sister Marie Julie
parents worked during the
day. I did not know much about the day homes
when I entered, but I managed to stay in this work
for over 60 years. The children I worked with
– in six different day homes -- came from many
different ethnic groups, and we were there for the
families as well as their children.
I taught parenting classes and ESL and we had
many home visits with the families. Participants
were given food and clothing when needed, and we
had events at different places for all the programs
in Las Vegas.
Our Sisters and Associates also worked with a
program to fight human trafficking. We had many
workshops for adults as well as working with the
teen groups.

Sister Mario Raffaelli, 70 years

Sister Paulina Villa, 70 years

Gleaning means to me that
we go out to the unfortunate.
We always went out to the
unfortunate, where no one
else would go, by going home
visiting, etc. I went out to visit
the sick and the homebound
5 Sister Marie Julie
and brought them the
Eucharist. I also comforted the dying and their
families. And I am still doing that ministry today!

Sister Paulina Villa, whose
territory includes Pacifica,
California, is the only homevisiting chaplain serving
on the staff of a health care
organization anywhere in the
United States. It’s possible
5 Sister Paulina
she may not be the only one
for long. Her unique assignment and the way she
handles it is beginning to attract attention. She
shared one of her busy days recently, explaining to
a curious visitor from another health care group
exactly what it is she does. As chaplain, she provides
an extra layer of care to those who are already
under medical treatment, offering emotional,
psychological, physical and spiritual support to
patients on an unregulated, whatever-the-need is,
24-hour on-call on-the-road job. Paulina says it is
precisely the role she always sought.

G

Sister Barbara Sheahan, 70 years

A

As a little girl, I became
attracted to the charism
bequeathed to Holy Family
by Sister Dolores when I saw
the simplicity, gentleness
and holiness of the Sisters in
working with the children
5 Sister Barbara
and families. They were
always capable and willing to do anything that
needed to be done, and they always shared their
ministry with others who could help. Their
patience with others seemed endless.

S

(Reprinted from a 1997 newspaper article describing Sister
Paulina’s ministry.)
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In Memoriam

Sister Judeana Davidson, SHF
1942–2021

S

5 Sister Judeana

ister Judeana Davidson, a member of the Sisters of the Holy Family for 60
years, died in the early morning on September 3, 2021 at the age of 78 at
Washington Hospital in Fremont. Sister Judeana was born on September 13,
1942, in Topeka, Kansas, and moved to California with her family in 1944.
She entered the congregation from Saint Joseph’s Parish in Pinole on July 16,
1961, at the age of 19.
Sister Judeana first met the Holy Family Sisters when she had them
for catechism as a child, and later as a teen when she helped them in teaching
religion, filling in as a substitute when her mother broke her leg. This
experience of teaching children and helping the Sisters led to her dream of
becoming a Sister and working in religious education.
Beginning as a catechist, and then as a former of catechists, Sister
Judeana went on to serve in day home ministry and later as diocesan Director
of Religious Education in Fresno. After leaving the Fresno area, she began
and coordinated a Mission Outreach program with the Holy Family Sisters, to assist
parishes in the Bay Area with their catechetical needs. From there, she went on to
working in women’s spirituality and service on the Leadership Team for the Sisters.
Sister Judeana loved to write, and
loved to pray and reflect on the wonders
of God’s creation both in poetry and
prose. She was one of the go-to people the
Sisters called upon when planning prayer
or wanting to publish an inspirational
message. She was kind, gentle, giving and
loving.
Because of the sheltering restrictions
imposed by the coronavirus, a small
gathering was held to celebrate the
Funeral Mass. Burial was at Holy Cross
Cemetery in Colma.

5 Caring for children was central to Sister Judeana’s ministry.
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Sister Camilla Morris, SHF
1917– 2022

S

5 Sister Camilla

ister Camilla Morris, a member of the Sisters of the Holy Family for 70 years,
died very gently in the evening of February 18 at the Motherhouse of the Sisters in Fremont, two weeks after her 105th birthday. Sister Camilla was born
Marie Gertrude Morris on February 6, 1917, in Oakland, California, and
entered the congregation from Saint Joseph the Worker Parish in Berkeley on
January 6, 1952, at the age of 34. 2022 would have been her 70th Jubilee year.
Sister Camilla was proud to have served her country from 1943 to the end
of World War II as a member of the WAVES, the women’s branch of the US
Navy. After being honorably discharged, she worked in several jobs but never
gave up an earlier dream of becoming a Sister. In 1952 that dream was realized when she joined the Holy Family Sisters.
Beginning as a catechist, Sister Camilla served in parishes in the dioceses
of Oakland, Fresno, Sacramento and San Francisco, adding visiting the sick
and bringing the Eucharist to shut-ins as part of her responsibilities. In 1979
she was chosen Secretary General of the Sisters, and moved to the Motherhouse,
where she remained until her death. In 1983 she became Plant Manager of the Motherhouse, and in 1987 she retired from active ministry to begin years of service in
various volunteer capacities to the community.
In addition to sewing, Sister Camilla
loved the Oakland A’s baseball team and
frequently enjoyed going to home games
while she was able. She was honored in
anticipation of her 100th birthday by
being invited to throw the ceremonial
first pitch at an A’s game on July 3, 2016.
Her birthday party this year on February
6, her 105th, followed a baseball theme.
Services were held at the Sisters’ oratory in Fremont, with burial to follow at
Holy Cross Cemetery in Colma.

5 Sister Camilla (center) with other officials before she threw out the
first pitch at an Oakland A’s game on July 4th weekend, 2016.
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The Last Word
The Gleaners Oral History
During the past two months I had the
privilege to spend ten days meeting with,
interviewing and living with the Sisters of
the Holy Family. As part of their 150th
Anniversary the leadership team asked me
to interview each Sister about her life and
ministry. What a great experience that
was…so much joy and laughter and warm
reminiscing—and even a few wild tales!
The Sisters’ ministries scattered
them to parishes all around California and
to Alaska, Hawaii, Kentucky, Mexico and
Texas. They each had individual stories
to share, but their stories had a common
theme: They were Gleaners for God…

5 Charlotte Hall (right) interviews Sister Joan Derry.

finding people that were on the fringes, people in need of help or
guidance, and enveloping them with love and care, reflecting the
love of Christ.
The Sisters held catechism classes in barns, counseled
inmates in jail, visited homes and delivered food and clothes
in poor neighborhoods. And along the way they taught and
inspired lay people to do the same.
During our hours of interviews, the Sisters were happiest
talking about the people they served one-on-one, in the true
spirit of a gleaner. —by Charlotte Hall

