Climate Change Fast Facts
Despite the cooling effect of La Nina, 2020 tied for the hottest year on record, capping the planet's hottest
decade on record according to the European Union's Copernicus Climate Change Service. The NOAA (National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) reported a record-breaking 22 climate disasters the U.S. costing more
than $1 billion each in 2020. The climate disaster 1980-2019 average is 6.6 per year; the 2015-2019 average is
13.8 per year.

What causes climate change?
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The Greenhouse effect.
The purpose of a greenhouse is to trap the sun's heat so the
plants inside stay warm. If you have ever gotten into a car on
a sunny day, you are familiar with this effect. Similarly, the
atmospheric greenhouse effect keeps our planet warm
enough for life with greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide (CO2) playing a similar role to the glass in a
greenhouse.
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atmosphere contributing to climate change. And
in a vicious cycle - extreme weather events due to
climate change make it harder for our farmers to
grow food. According to the United Nations twothirds of the world is desertifying and the world’s
remaining topsoil will be gone in 60 years unless
we find a way to save our soil.
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the form of increased floods, droughts, fires, and
heat deaths. These communities also often lack
access to fresh, healthy, affordable food in their
neighborhoods. According to the USDA millions of
people live in these areas, called Food Deserts.
Conversely, food justice is when all have access to
fresh and nutritious food as an inherent human
right. The fight for food justice seeks to address
structural barriers to that right.
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communities. We at IPL maintain our value that
because we embrace justice, we act with inclusion
and respect, and we work in solidarity with
vulnerable and marginalized communities. We
support climate solutions that connect the dots
between the intersecting challenges of racial
justice and food justice.

Together we can protect the climate and our future.

How is climate change already affecting the earth?
19 of the 20 hottest years ever have occurred since 2001. A study by the National Climate Assessment
(globalchange.gov) reports that the world is warming, global sea level is rising, and extreme weather events are
becoming more frequent and more severe. These changes have already resulted in a wide range of impacts
across every region of the country and many sectors of the economy. Here are a few of the report's sobering
highlights:
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Together we can protect the climate and our future.

What You Can Do
It can feel overwhelming to learn about climate change and the scientific predictions about the changes we're
facing this century. But it's important to remember the wide range of possible scenarios. So much depends on
how proactive we are in responding to the climate crisis. Faith communities play a critical role in sounding the
alarm and providing positive models for climate action.
Most people who study solutions to climate change agree that, given the political will to make it happen, it is
possible to slow the increase of atmospheric CO2. Although this will has recently been lacking in the federal
government, state and local governments have been leading and
the way.
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The worst impacts of the climate crisis in the
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Together we can protect the climate and our future.

Together we can protect the climate and our future
Educate
Learn about and educate others on the climate crisis and the solutions. Climate change is a justice issue. The
worst impacts of climate change are felt by those who are least responsible, often communities of color and
low-income communities. All of the major faith traditions call their believers to care for their neighbor and for
the earth, our common home. We have a moral obligationand
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People of faith across the U.S are answering the moral call to care for the climate in their congregations and
their own homes. Start or join a green team or stewardship effort in your own faith community and inspire
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